
✦Intro:  Just curious.  When you picture Jesus, what do you see?  A babe 
in a manger? “No crying he makes”, (cuz you know, babies in cold caves 

with no real clothes are usually quite content)?  Or do you see a nice, white 
man with curly long hair and pink lips in a garden somewhere? A skinny 

guy who lets the muscular combat troops toss him around? A overly smiling 
Jew?  A boring Sunday School teacher? If he were here would he walk 

slow, or would he glide to the bathroom.  Would he even go to the 
bathroom?  Would he smile and agree with you, no matter what you said, 

or what side you were on?  Did his eyes glow like we was another kind of 
being, or a mutant of sorts? Or was he just uninteresting?  I’m just curious.  

Dorothy Sayers writes...
✦“ The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice, accused 

him of being a bore –on the contrary, they thought him too dynamic to 
be safe.  It has been left for later generations to muffle up that 

shattering personality and surround him with an atmosphere of 
tedium...To those who knew him...he in no way suggests a milk-and-

water person; they objected to him as a dangerous firebrand.”
✦Jesus never wrote a book, yet the book telling his story has outsold every 

other book in human history.  More books have been written about Jesus 
that any other person.  He never wrote a song, but more songs have been 

written about Jesus than anyone else.  He never travelled more than a few 
miles from home, yet you can go almost no place on the planet where his 

name is not known.  He was born about 2017 years ago, in a small jewish 
community, to a poor family, in a minority group, in one of the smallest 
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countries. Yet the date on your cell phone bears witness to the fact that 
Jesus lived one of the greatest lives ever lived both before him and after. 
✦This year we’ve been looking into what God is really like.  We’ve seen 
that the Bible describes God in a great many ways: that he knows 

everything; that he can be everywhere at once; that he is holy, and 
glorious, and good in every way; that he is Triune and Creator.  Today we’ll 

ponder the mysterious fact that God, in his son Jesus, was and is the 
incarnate God.  Do you understand the term?  
✦A T-rex is a carnivore.  He eats flesh.  A brontosaurus is an herbivore.  He 
munches on plants.  To be in-carn-ate is to be in-the-flesh. To put it simply, 

to say that God is the incarnate God is to say that there was a point in 
human history when the Maker stepped into the made; when the one 

beyond time squeezed into it with us. That Godhood put on manhood in a 
human body.  Now some ancient myths speak of demi-gods, and mixed 

breeds of man and god, but this is not what we mean by the incarnation.  
The Christian teaching is that this history-making Jesus is so, precisely 

because he is like no other; he is all God, and all man at the same time.  
That he really lives in another dimension, and yet wherever that is there is 

an actual human body, for he is still all man and all God.  That he made the 
planets, and he walked on ours. (This is the stuff of superhero tales!) Max 

Lucado describes it...
✦“Stepping from the throne, he removed his robe of light and wrapped 

himself in skin; pigmented, human skin.  The light of the universe entered a 

dark, wet, womb.  He who angels worship nestled himself in the placenta 

of a peasant, was birthed into the cold night, and slept on cows hay.” 
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✦Max is trying to help us picture what the holy book says...
✦For in Christ all the fulness of the Deity lives in bodily form,  -

Colossians 2:9
✦The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation 

of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. -Hebrews 1:3
✦It will take eternity to fully grasp the truth of God becoming man.  We will 

never exhaust it. For the next few minutes lets wonder about what it might 
mean?  The writer of the Book of Hebrews makes some points. 
✦1. Jesus incarnation is my glorification.  Sounds theological, I know, 
so lets break it down.  I’m using the term “glorification” to represent what 

happens to us after this life, in heaven, or “in glory”.
✦“And since we are his children, we will share his treasures--for 
everything God gives to his Son, Christ, is ours, too. But if we are to 
share his glory, we must also share his suffering. Yet what we suffer 
now is nothing compared to the glory he will give us later.” Romans 
8:17, 18, NLT.
✦“For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to 
become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn, with 
many brothers and sisters. And having chosen them, he called them 
to come to him. And he gave them right standing with himself, and 
he promised them his glory.” Romans 8:29-30, NLT.
✦“And when Christ, who is your real life, is revealed to the whole 
world, you will share in all his glory.” Colossians 3:4, NLT.
✦“Instead, be very glad--because these trials will make you partners 
with Christ in his suffering, and afterward you will have the wonderful 
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joy of sharing his glory when it is displayed to all the world.” 1 Peter 
4:13, NLT.

✦In other words: because God’s Son became human, we humans can 
become God’s children.  

✦“But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” John 1:12, NLT.

✦Now ordinarily if someone came up to you in the hall or at the mall and 
said, “Wanna become a different creature?  or How would you like to be a 

god?” we’d write them off.  But before we get confused, lets remember the 
Bible does not promise we can becomes gods.  However, it does promise 

we can join up with God’s family in a way that no other creature possibly 
can!V  erse 15  points it out.  It is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 

descendants.  Lets back up and read 14-15. 
✦“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the 
power of death--that is, the devil-- and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by their fear of death.” Hebrews 2:14, 15, NIV.
✦A. How is the incarnate God going to bring us to glory (v10)?  By 

suffering.  Suffering death to be exact. Verse 17 calls it making 
“atonement”. That’s what priests did, they made atonement by killing a 

animal in the place of the sinner.  The writer is saying that the incarnate 
God brings us to glory by becoming our sub in death. 
✦B.  The next question is why is death a problem?  Lots of people figure 
we all automatically go on to a better life after this one, as though that’s just 

what happens.  Still most are afraid of boarding that train.  Why do people 

The Incarnate God, Heb.2:10-18
What is God really Like #10

4



fear death? Because down deep we all know that “the score needs to be 
settled”, or that “justice will prevail”, that “the scales ought to be balanced”, 

that “what goes around should come around”, that eventually we will have 
to “face the music”.  In other words, inside us all is the inherent sense of 

fairness. 
✦Look at the stories we tell? Badness always has to pay, right.  

Shows like Taken, John Wick, Criminal Minds, Blue Bloods, Hawaii 
5-0, all the cop shows, all the CSI shows, all the superhero shows, all 

the martial arts shows, all the cowboy shows, all the spy shows, all 
the Fast and Furious shows – somebody always does something bad 

and has to pay. 
✦ Also inside us all is a deep seated knowledge that we have performed 

badly in this life (call it “sin” for short).  People fear death because they 
sense morality, particularly deficient morality (evil) in themselves.  I’ve been 

at the bedside of people dying and its not uncommon for them to be afraid.  
As one older gentleman confessed to me, “Everything I’ve done in this life 

hasn’t been on the up and up!”  The Bible says, 
✦“For the wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23, NIV.

✦In God’s grand scheme of things, only holiness lives on.  Only purity gets 
to last forever. Only absolute perfection gets to live in the presence of God!  

This is very bad news for everyone in the room. It’s like saying no matter 
how many people Superman saved, or how nonself-serving he was, if he 

ever frowned, or passed gas just once, he could never go back to his home 
planet of Krypton, assuming it was intact.  Why? Sorry no bad smell is 

allowed in Krypton!  Period.  No one who has ever frowned even once is 
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allowed.  It is a gas-less, frown-less place!  How about a more terrestrial 
example.  My brother is a MI State Trooper.  When he went to the academy 

he didn’t pass the eye-sight test, because he has glasses already.  If you 
were an officer and got bad eyes they didn’t fire you.  But if you had 

corrected vision you couldn’t get it. Long story short they challenged the 
rules in court and they were changed.  But, heaven doesn’t change the 

rules.  We can’t sue God. No sin in heaven.  Only beauty. Only joys. Only 
goodness. Nothing divergent. Only holiness. 
✦B. Here’s the central teaching of the incarnation:  Jesus was born to 
make people holy.  (v11) See, mankind does evil, so mankind must pay.  

When you and I reach the throne room in heaven we won’t need a reason 
for what we did.  [I cheated yes, but I didn’t know they would get so upset.  

I took it but everyone else was taking one.  I left him but he he lied to me.]  
When it comes time for the scales to be balanced I don’t need a reason.  I 

need a receipt.  One that says the fine is paid.  
✦(By the way, this spiritual principle plays out this side of heaven as 

well.  Do you want a soul at peace?  Do you want to live in sanity?  
Well, when you break God’s laws, or when you and I chose against 

his good commands there are really only a few options for living 
through it: 
✦1) you can pretend there are no laws and that it really doesn’t 
matter.  Most of the world does this and it works for a while but 

eventually we cannot avoid the fact that even we think there are 
some things that are right, and others that are wrong.  Truth is not 

relative. 
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✦2) you can live in constant guilt down deep inside.  Lots of folks try 
this one too, but mostly it leads to trying something else to 

anesthetize ourselves to the pain of feeling bad about ourselves. 
Drink stronger drinks, stay out later, try different drugs, have more 

sex, you name it.  
✦3) Final option? Have the fine paid for by someone in the family. 

That’s the why of the incarnation.  Jesus was born to die for his 
family. 

✦v17... You know how in the movies one gang hurts another 
gang’s member, and so the injured gang wants to hurt someone 

from the perpetrating gang?  Same thing with the Mob, right? 
Unlike the irrational, random destruction other peoples’ property 

we witnessed on inauguration day -most rational evil doers 
want to pay back someone from the opposition!  This is the why 

of the incarnation.  Jesus had to be “in our gang” to take our 
place.  Just as in a soccer game you don’t put your right wing 

striker in for the goalie to have a breather.  You can’t sub a 
forward for a goalie.  Well, not if you want to win. Just as in a 

wrestling match you can’t compete with someone in a lower 
weight class, it’s not fair.  So in salvation, mankind must pay 

mankind’s bill. Jesus wasn’t born an angel, because it wasn’t 
angels he was saving (v16).  He was born a man, because it 

was man he would sub in for. 
✦“For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every 

way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
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priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for 
the sins of the people.” Hebrews 2:17, NIV.

✦Lets sum it up. The fact that God the Father became incarnate in God the 
Son means the Holy God, didn’t want to kill us even though we’re not holy.  

That is a tale of love married to justice.  Jesus had to be fully human so that 
his death as our sub was fair and could satisfy the justice of God.  Jesus 

had to be fully God so that his life was powerful enough to carry the weight 
of the eternal wrath of God against all that is not beautiful and pure.   

Unless you are a perfect god here this morning, your only chance at true 
hope and joy is Jesus, the incarnate God.  
✦2. Jesus incarnation my ultimate resource.  You have questions about 
life.  So do I.  We struggle with decisions, reactions, responses, 

relationships, choices.  We hurt. We suffer.  We long and we hope.  This is 
what makes us more than other animals and creatures.  We are spiritual 

wonders, struggling in a world of wondering. The incarnation of Jesus 
means he’s been here, done that, and knows what to do.  You have the 

perfect resource and help. 
✦“Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to 

help those who are being tempted. Therefore, holy brothers, who 
share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle 

and high priest whom we confess.” Hebrews 2:18; 3:1, NIV.
✦Two chapters later the Biblical writer puts it like this...

✦“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 

way, just as we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the 
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throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:15, 16, NIV.

✦What does the incarnation mean?  The incarnation means Jesus gets us.  
He knows what it’s like.  He knows how you feel.  He knows what to do.  

Go to his throne and ask him.  
✦He knows what it’s like to wonder.  He knows what it’s like to be 

happy and smile.  He knows what human hope is.   Do you need 
these?  Go to him throne.  
✦He knows what disappoints.  He know how it feels to be limited.  He 
knows what it’s like to be a kid.  He knows sadness when friends die 

(he cried when his pal Lazarus died even though he was going to 
raise him two minutes later.).  Do you have these?  Go to him and 

talk.  
✦He knows how frustrating politicians are.  He knows what it means 

to hurt.  He knows how it feels to have someone walk out on you and 
not love you anymore. He knows what it’s like to have the devil 

himself try to lure you into a wrong thing that looks oh so tasty.  He 
knows what it’s like to be hopping mad!  (I wish we had time to read 

all the stories in the Bible that show this.)  Have you had these?  Go 
to his house and talk it over.

✦Conclusion: Lucado writes...
✦“Mary didn’t know whether to give him milk or give him praise,but she gave him 
both since he was, as near as she could figure, hungry and holy.  Joseph didn’t 
know whether to call him junior or call him Father. But in the end he called him 
Jesus, since that’s what the angel said and since he didn’t have the faintest idea 
what to name a God he could cradle in his arms.”
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✦I cannot explain to you the incarnation. It is mysterious.  But I can tell you 
what it means.  Jesus is not a passionless heavenly scientist conducting a 

human experiment. He is you passionate older brother (v11) taking your 
hand and running you through the flaming building. If you asked him “When 

I cry do you taste salt?” He would say “Yes”.  If you asked him “Do you 
know my deepest secret?” He would say “Yes”.  If you asked him “Do you 

still love me?”  He would say “Yes.”  The incarnation is a living billboard 
where God is saying “I am moved by your situation.  You are important to 

me.  You bring tears to my eyes.  I feel what you feel, and I-will-help-you.  I 
choose your family so you can be my family.  Come to me.”  That is what 

God is really like. 
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